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The FBI h« reported that 
the fee students killed Nov. 
Id during a confrontation at 
Southern University in Baton 
Rouge, La., were the victims 
of a singe shotgun biart fired 
by a sheriff’s deputy. 1 

That deputy now has been 
tentatively identified. Justice 
Department sources said yes- 
terday, and he is expected to 
become the subjeet of a fed- 
eral grand jury investigation 


Although the FBI report on 
the incident may not be com- 
I piete Until the end of January, 
the criminal section of the 
Justice Department's Civil 
Rights Division has already re 
viewed more than 1,000 pages 
of it. 

Responsible officials insist 
that they will make no deci- 
sion before an “exhaustive re- 
view" of all material submit- 
ted by the bureau. 

But according to sources fa- 
miliar with the report, th< 
items already submitted sug- 
gest that the deputy who fired 
the shotgun could be prosecu- 
ted under civil rights statutes 
passed in Reconstruction days 
that have been used in contro- 
versial cases in the South the 
last 10 years. 

The Justice Department will 
probably defer any federal ac- , 
tion, however, until the dis- 
trict attorney of East , Baton 
Rouge Parish (county) has de- 
cided whether to file a crimi- 
nal indictment in connection 
with the shooting. 

A special Commission of In- 
quiry convened by Louisiana 
Attorney General William 
Guste already has reported its 
conclusion that the shot which 
killed the students came from 
an area where sheriff’s depu- 
ties were deployed during the 
confrontation at Southern. 

The commission’s findings 
were turned over to the parish 
prosecutor on Dec. 14, but he 
left the decision whether to 
convene a local grand jury in- 
vestigation to noted criminal 
lawyer Ossie Brown, who took 
over the district attorney’s job 
this month. j 

Neither Brown nor Guste re- 1 
turned a reporter’s calls yes- 


See SOUTHERN, A6, Col. 1 



La. Deputy Blamed in Student Killing] 

L J assistants I The FBI inquiry into the 



